JOSEPH MAURICE GODFREY
1874 - 1912

Joseph Maurice Godfrey was born June 3, 1874 at Clarkston, Cache County, Utah. He was the eldest son of George Geoffrey and Emily Gover. At the time of his birth his maternal grandparents were still living. Maurice Gover was born in England in 1827. Sarah Tucker was also born in England in 1827. His paternal grandparents were also both living at the time. John Geoffrey was born in England in 1847. Mary Pittaway was also born in England. They were converted to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in South Wales. 

Joseph's Father was a Farmer and the Family lived in a four room log house. When Joseph was 7 his mother died. The next year his older sister got married. George got along as well as possible raising his young family with help from his sister, Catherine. Two years later he obtained a house keeper, Elizabeth Zaugg. She was a young (age 20) convert From Switzerland. In 1883 George and Elizabeth were married. 

She was a wonderful cook and housekeeper, and very good with the young children. She and George had nine children of her own. In 1885 George also married Eliza Pack, Also a young convert From England. She had 11 children. Joe had eleven half brothers and nine half sisters in addition to his natural brothers and sisters. All together George was the father of 28 Children, 8 Died in infancy. 

The young boys worked on Farms for other men. On the headers they could earn a dollar a day. Some days they got two bushels of wheat for their pay at 35 cents a bushel. They took the cows to pasture and at times had to herd them. They went into the canyons to get wood, enough for both Families to cook with and heat their homes. The wives lived one block apart in the upper part of Clarkston. 

They dug dirt cellars to keep their Fruit and vegetables all winter. The roofs were made of dirt with wooden doors. The young boys went hunting in the hills, played ball, horse shoes and marbles. They went fishing in the neighboring streams and in the Bear River. On the 4th of July they had Foot races, horse races, and tug of wars with 10 or 20 men and boys on either end. The cheering of the spectators made it more interesting. Girls gave candy pulls, inviting their Favorite boy Friends hoping they would walk them home after. 

On June 10, 1897 Joseph married the lovely Mary Eliza Barson in the Logan Temple. 
Their home was a pretty two room red brick house with a big bay window on the north. Eliza was a good housekeeper and cook and their home was a happy one. Large trees surrounded their home. Some out on the ditch. A nice lawn was on the north side of the house and flowers allover made the place attractive. Virginia creepers covered the front and side of the house. There was a big barn and a nice granary. 

Their first child, Mary Eliza was born April 10. 1898. She was named after her mother. On April 22, 1901 Ervin Joseph was born but only lived nineteen months. Emily was born November 30. 1903. Emily was named after her father's mother. Emily Gover. On November 20.1907 Ervil was born and four years later Alf was born on October 19. 1911. This happy family really enjoyed life. 

The first water works system was built in 1908 and the big red brick church and the yellow brick school house in 1910. Joseph and his brother Harry were very busy with their teams and wagons hauling sand and gravel. They also used their horses to pull scrapers to dig the foundations and basements. No tractors or big equipment in those days. Gravel was also hauled to make the roads to Trenton and Newton. 

Each year the men went together to clean the irrigation ditches leading into town to water land and gardens. They were given credit for hours worked. This helped to pay their water bill. While the men were cleaning ditches, the wives got together and made the best supper ever. 

Joseph was such a pleasant, happy man who loved his children dearly. He was very quiet and retiring in nature. His eyes had a twinkle in them and he usually had a smile on his face. His brown hair was extra curly. 

Joseph was always hitching up the team to the wagon (sleigh in the winter) and taking his family down to see Ma and Pa. The whole family called their parents Ma and Pa. Never Father or Dad. Mother or Mom. just plain Ma and Pa. 

This happy world crashed in May 1912 when Joseph became very ill with spotted fever. He smoked quite heavy and his lungs were too week to overcome the fever. Eliza's uncle. Dr. John 8arson from Joplin. Missouri. was in town visiting his brother. Peter S. Barson. He used all of his skill to try to save Joe. Eliza wore herself out caring for him so her brothers and their wives took turns helping her. By the 24th of May his condition seemed so much better that Dr. Barson decided to climb the mountains west of town to the top of Gunsight. Effie and Hyrum Barson (Eliza's Brother) were taking care of Joe when he quietly passed away at the young age of 38. Mary was 14 at the time of his death and Alf was only 8 months old. The entire family was so sad. In those days there were no mortuaries so kind neighbors prepared the body for burial. It was considered an honor to be asked to sit up all night with the deceased person and a coal oil lamp. The newest white top buggy in town had the back seat removed for use as a hearse. 

Dr. Barson and Aunt Fanny were very impressed with the beautiful way the Mormons laid their loved ones to rest in their white clothes and temple robes. Being nonmembers they thought the services were impressive and comforting. 

Eliza died suddenly on November 13. 1940 having been a widow for twenty eight years. Three days later she was laid to rest next to her husband in the Clarkston Cemetery. 

