Catherine Ann was born to parents who were Quaker emigrants from Germany. Youngest of 9 children.

She married Jacob Cloward when she was twenty years old.

MARRIAGE: Marriage date is based on a pension file letter from Catherine Ann PLUCK Cloward dated 23 Sep 1876 in which she states, "Mrs. Ann Cloward, the declarant, does not remember the precise date of her marriage, but is positive it was about the first or beginning of February 1815 and before the 17th of said month."

They had seven children before they moved from Pennsylvania to New Castle, Delaware and came in contact with the missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They were baptized as members in April, 1842, and moved to Nauvoo shortly after that.

Catherine Ann's husband was quite prosperous as a blacksmith and farmer. They knew the prophet well enough to lend him money when he needed it.

The night came when the mob asked her husband, Jacob, to denounce Joseph Smith as a prophet. He had to choose between the burning of his home or denying the gospel. They burned his home, barn, sheds, and feed gra​naries. They killed his animals.

The Cloward family fled for their lives in the cold, wet night. Jacob never recovered from the devastation the mob placed upon his family.

They left Nauvoo in the Spring of 1846, with the main group of the Church and stayed in Council Bluffs until 1852, when they made their way to the Salt Lake Valley with the David Wood Wagon Company.

Catherine Ann's son, Thomas, was chosen by Brigham Young to explore the Rocky Mountains early in the Spring of 1847, and reached the Valley in July.

In September, of that same year, he returned to assist his father's family in their trek across the Plains. Some of their children came across the Plains the next year, but Ann, Jacob and the remainder of their family stayed in Council Bluffs.

In 1852, they made their way to the Salt Lake Valley with the David Wood Wagon Company. They arrived in the Valley in September, 1852 and Jacob died the following December.

Catherine Ann kept her home in Provo and was a widow for twenty-seven years. She was one who lived through frightening experiences of those times when the Indians invaded the area.

Died May 5, 1878 in Provo

Catherine Ann was a dedicated member of the Church with a strong testimony of the truthfulness of the gospel.


Finally, the Prophet and his brother, Hyrum Smith, agreed to go to Carthage and surrender themselves to the authorities. It was then that Joseph said, "I go as a lamb to the slaughter." The Cloward family, said James Mason, watched with others as the Smiths left Nauvoo. Ann told Jacob and the children that they would never see the Prophet alive again. Her prophecy proved to be true and when the news of the deaths reached Nauvoo. Their lamentation was beyond description.

It was in Winter Quarters that Thomas Poulson married Mary Page on March 25, 1847.  In his early twenties and newly married, Thomas was called by Brigham Young to be in the  one of the original 143 Utah Pioneers. They would go west and explore the Rocky Mountains, searching for a place wanted by no other peoples. Ann Eliza said that no fear entered into the mind of her mother when she contemplated the trip her son was about to embark on. She said that Thomas was in the hand of the Lord and that He would care for him.

He did not seem to have as much faith or his testimony was not as strong as Ann's. The family talked considerably about leaving and trying to make a living in a new country. The grown sons and daughters were somewhat apprehensive of the effect the move might have on their father. They finally spoke to their mother. "Aren't you afraid,' they asked, "that Father might die before we get there?" Her answer was, "If he does die, he will have his head pointed toward Zion!"


That same year, 1853, under the date of May 4, the Booth Journal states that "The Cloward family moved to Payson this spring." This probably included the men of the family, their wives and children. Some of the girls, who had married and were living in Provo, remained there.


Ann Pluck Cloward may have spent her remaining years living with first one of her children and then another. This writer does not know if she remained in Provo at this time, but through her grandson, Charles E. Cloward Sr., we do know that she lived in Payson at least a part of the time. The fact that some of her children and grandchildren bear her name, Catherine, indicates the esteem with which they regarded her.

(Their marriage date is based on a pension file letter from Catherine Ann Pluck Cloward dated 23 September 1876 in which she states, "Mrs. Ann Cloward, the declarant, does not remember the precise date of her marriage, but is positive it was about the first or beginning of February 1815 and before the 17th of said month."


Endowed and sealed to Jacob on March 16, 1861 in the Endowment House

Census 1860

Utah, Utah, Provo, Provo Post Office, page 907, Dwelling, 2741, Family 2151, 10 Sep 1860

Geo. Baum, 32. Hannah J., wife 26. Children: Mary J., daughter 6; Hannah M., daughter 4; Martha M., daughter 4/12. Also living with them is Hannah's sister, Catharine Cloward, 15, and her mother, Ann Cloward, 64. 

1870 U.S. Census [19 Aug 1870]
Status: Located. Provo, Utah, Utah: "William Sperry" family; listed in the household is "Ann Cloward," William's mother-in-law

