THE u.s. NAVY 

Rather than being drafted, Gordon enlisted in the United States Navy on September 18, 1941. Joyce's third birthday. A few days later, he rode a train to San Diego for Basic Training ai North Island Naval Station. ·en the train he met a girl from Smithfield, Utah on her way home to Los Angeles. She knew a lot of his cousins and people he knew. Smithfield is just a few miles from Clarkston. S~e told him if he ever got in Los Angeles to look her up and gave him her address. When he did get in . Los Angeles later on he was to bashful to even call her. 

Boot camp was an ordeal he hated going thruugh. He had it in his mind to join the Navy and ride a ship so he wouldn't have to walk. In boot camp they marched every​where.One day long about October they were goofing up and not doing things right. The cheif over the company pull​ed them over into the shade and gave them a talk. He told them, "You think you're in here just to have fun! 1"lell, you're all going out in the Pacific and fight Japs." Boot Camp lasted six weeks and .vas not vTorth remembering. 

After Boot Camp,he came home on a nine day leave be​fore going back to San Diego. His company was assigned to the fleet aboard three differnt aircraft carriers. The three carriers were the Lexington, Saratoga, and the En​terprise. There were sixty men, twenty for each ship.They each got to sign up for the ship they wanted. Gordon and his buddy, Martinez, sat on the running board of a car until everyone else was done and took what was left. They di~~'t realize that one could end up on one ship and. the other on another. When they went to sign up, there were two left for the U.S.S. Enterprise. 

From North Island he departed for. Fearl Harbor in the Ha\~liian Islands where he was to go aboard the Enter​prise. When he wrote home to tell his family, he. did not even know how to spell Enterprise, (he spelled iiwith an r,) let alone know what an aircraft carrier was. iIt took nine days to go from San Diego to Pearl Harbor aboard an old troop ship, the U.S.S. Henderson. He got there on De~ cember fourth. In three days, his life and the whole world would never be the same again. 

In Pearl Harbor so many miles from home out in a big ocean Gordon ran into somebody from home, Louis Jones. He 

'tIras stationed aboard the U.S.S. Oglala. They decidgd they would get together on Sunday when he was off duty and the two of them would spend the day together. Since Gordon was not on a ship, he stayed at the Recieving Ship. That was a barracks for people in transit. 

Sunday he had plans of seeing Honolulu and thp. rest of the island first hand. He left the Recieving Ship ear​ly enough to get a good start. As he left, Gordon paused a moment to salute the flag as he went by. The time was 7:55 am, Sunday December 7, 1941. The sky was filled with aircraft from the airfields around the island •••• NO~ They were Japanese dive bombers. Pearl Harbor became an instant mass of confusion, and explosions, and fire, and smoke, and dest~uction. 

Not knowing what else to do, Gordon ran down to 1010 dock v.here he vJas to mee-t Louy. He got there just as the Oglala rolled over. He found Louy on the dock with a 30 caliber machine gun mounted on a tripod next to a little building. Louy immedeatly put Gordon to loading the ma​chine gun as he fired at the unannounced enemy. 
Eventually, someone came and got Louy because they needed him elseHhere. Gordon was left alone to load and fire the gun himself. There was a Zero (Japanese fighter plane) circling overhead nearby. Gordon opened fire on it but about all he did was to annoy the enemy pilot. What a target, an unexperienced farmboy behind a 30 caliber ma​chine gun, and dovn1 he came strafing all the way. When he was close enough to see his face, Gordon decided it was time to leave. Down the dock he ran with bullets ripping the concrete at his heels. The plane passed over his head and into the sky already croHded with planes and smoke. 

~Iith the Zero off his back, he kept running down the docl:: passed a square sterned cruiser, the D.S.S. Helena. A pickup full of marines picked him up. Where they were going didn't matter, there was no place to go. Another Zero dived out of the sky strafing the pickup. Gordon and the marines all scrambled at once for the bottom of the pickup for cover. Somewhere.along the way, . they let him off, he ended up out in the harbor on a tug boat fighting fires on the Battleships. 

From Sunday morning to Tuesday night became one day without any recolection of what he had done.He found him​self in a chow line back at the Recieving Ship when some​one from his group spotted him. The Enterprise came in Tuesday night after dark.He just had time to get his gear and go aboard. He was still wearing his white uniform and was a real mess from the smoke and sweat. 

He went a~oard about 10:00 that night. Gordon r~mem​bers Halking up the gangway vvi th his sea bag. Once aboard they put the t.,rent;y nevI "boots" in a safe place out of the way on the hanger deck while the ship took on fuel and provisions. When still dark, the Enterprise began to get under way. He Halked over to the edge of the ship to watch what was going on. He could see the little tugboats p~lling the ship away from the dock. Gordon thought to himself, "Oh my God. It must be helpless if it has to be pulled around by little boats." 

As it got lighter, he looked around and got a worse impression. The size was more than he could imagine. The Enterprise was 827 feet long and 114 feet wide and weigh​ed 20,000 tons. When he looked around and seen all that iron, he knew he was in trouble. Back home if you threw a piece of iron in the ditch, it would si~~. 

Meanwhile back at Burley, his folks heard the an​nouncement of the attack on Pearl Harbor •. Knowing their son uas there, they anxiously awaited a letter from him telling them he was alright. Instead, they got a telegram from the Department of Naval Personnel stating that Gor​don was missing in action. The loss of Ervin vlaS still fresh in their memories, now the fate of Gordon was un- 

..... 

cer"lan. 

\fhat had happened "Tas his records became lost, plus the fact that no one knew where he was.His records didn't 

get squared a1.'laY until ])ecember seventeenth. His f'aITIily then got anothe~ telegram from the Navy, this one stating that Gordon vms alive and Hell. 

[ He had breakfast Sunday morning before the atxaGk, and didn't eat again until Wednesday morning at sea. By then he wasn't even hungry. Upon go ing aboard he vIas as​signed to the deck division. In charge was a Boatswain's mate by the name of Holdebe. Before his records caught up to him, he wasn't getting paid, and didn't have any money for a ,·,rhile. 

After a couple days, Holdebe asked him, ""lihy don't you clean up'?" 

Gordon's reply ,-Jas, "I don't have anything to clean up with." 

"Aren't you getting paid?" he '\-las asked. 

"No," he answered. "I guess m;y records aren't aboard yet."So Holdebe gave him money until he finally got paid. Even though his records were brought aboard, it was about six weeks from the time he went aboard until he got paid. Gordon recieved twenty-one dollars a month for his wages. 

It I'Tasn't long before he found out hOlrV "all that iron" could manuver. In the days and '11eeks that followed Pearl Harbor the Enterprise patrolled the waters around Oahu for enemy submarines. There were plenty of sightings but they were all false. Gordon's battle station was on the five inch antiaircraft guns.One of these false sight​ings was a whale. It surfaced right close to the ship and to some scared sailors it looked like a submarine surfac​ing. They opened fire vTi th the five inch guns, getting a direct hit on the unsuspecting whale. A destroyer could see what was going on and began honking it's horn and flashing it's lights to call attention that it was only a whale. 

The Ensign over the gun crew was going to put them on report for opening fire without orders. When Admiral Halsey heard about it, he dismissed the charge by stating "He'll shoot first and ask Cluestions and figure out '1lhat '11e did later." 

On the five inch guns Gordon learned how to preform all the duties pertaining to their operation. It took ~ crew of several men for each gun. The ship had eight of these big antiaircraft guns along with ninety-six smaller guns. There were onehundred and two all together. The five inchers were arranged around the ship in groups of two. They were located fore and aft on both sides. 

To operate these guns, It took a man to turn the cranks that elevated and rotated the barrel. One to laod the powder shell, one to set the fuse on the projectile, another to load it into the gun. Then the gun captian to "ram it home" and fire the gun. A man with big asbestos gloves caught the empty powder can as it was ejected from the barrel after it was fired. There was also a man who was in communication with sky control in the super struc​ture. He could tell the gun crew where to aim and fire. The five inchers had a range of thirteen miles. 

During February and March of 1942 the Enterprise'~ air group attacked Japanese held islands in the central Pacific. The strategy was to go in and attack and retreat and attack another island and retreat again, thus keeping the Japs guessing as to the American's strength and posi​tion. This kept the Enterprise in range of attack by Jap land be,sed bombers. One night in particular some Betty's 

(tvlin engine bombers) attacked the Enterprise and her escorts. Gordon was the first shellman, the one who loads the shell.At night when you couldn't see,the first shell​man would touch the first powderman who would in turn touch the gun captian and he "IOuld then fire the gun. Ev​idently, someone must have bumped the gun captian, he began to "ram it home" before Gordon had his arm out of the way. When it bumped his arm, he hurried and jerked it out of the way before his arm ended up in the barrel or even worse, out the end of the barrel. He could have been seriously hurt. 

On a stop over at Pearl Harbor, Charles A. "Tommy" Tomilson came aboard. In the deck division he and Gordon became close friends.A few days later the Enterprise with two cruisers and four destroyers rendezvoused with the the Hornet, three more cruisers, two destroyers, and a tanker on the eigth of April. Aboard the Hornet were six​teen twin engined B-25's. With the two task forces joined as one, they headed straight west. The men on the Enter​prise figured they were escorting the Hornet to deliver the Army bombers somewhere. 

Watching their compasses and the speed of the ships, they decided that if they didn't change course, they would be unloading them in Tokyo Bay. HO"1 right they were. The skipper announced -that they were to deliver Colonel.James Doolittle and the sixteen B-25's within fivehundred miles from Japan itself for a raid on Tokyo. 

Three days from Tokyo, the tanker refueled all but the destroyers.The destroyers and the tallicer fell behind and the two carriers and five cruisers plunged dee~ and deeper into Jap Hater until the morning of Apr. 18,1942. That morning the wind was blowing right out of Tokyo. As the two carriers headed into the wind and Tokyo, the En​terprise launched her planes first to provide air cover over the task force. Air cover was always a necessity in the war zone. After the air cover was established by the fighters and the dive bombers were on patrol, the Hornet began launching the B-25's, which were never de​signed for carrier operations. 

Gordon and thousands of other men on seven ships watched as one by one the E~25's lifted off the Hornet's flight deck. It seemed as though it took forever to get them all airborne. Every minute brought them closer to Tokyo and certian death if they were discovered. As soon
as the last bomber left the deck, the Hornet brought her air group up from the hanger deck and began launching her planes to add to the air cover. The small task force turn​ed around and got out of there as fast as they went in. A couple days later they rejoined the waiting destroyers on there way back to Pearl Harbor. Japan had been dealt it's first blow of the war, however the damage was slight. 

During the first six months of the war,Japan had ad​vanced in the Pacific area, rapidly expanding their hold​ings. The United. States was strictly on the defensive.All there was between the Japanese and the west coast of the United States were a handful of unmercifully outnumbered shi~s. The U.S. had three carriers in the Pacific at the beginning of the war. The fleet of obsolete battleships was destroyed at Pearl Harbor. Soon after, the Hornet and Yorktown joined the fleet, a few months later, the Wasp entered the Pacific. 'me Saratoga was in the States most of the time for repairs. At Coral Sea in early May 1942, the Lexington was sullie and the Yorktown severly damaged. 

The quickly expanding Empire of Japan had plans that would bring the Americans to surrender. In June of 1942 they planned a massive strike at Midway Island, about one thousand miles from Pearl Harbor. There plan was to cap​ture nidway and establish a base. From here their plan was to destroy the remains of the American fleet and cap​ture the Hawiian Islands. From Pearl Harbor they , woul~ have acess to the entil~e Hest coast of the United States. The only thing to stop them uas the Enterprise, Hornet, and the quickly repaired Yorkto~ln.And stop them they did. On June fourth, 1942, four of their £inest carriers were sunk in one day. 

That morning, the Japs launched their first wave a​gainst I.1idvTay. In the meailtime ,their carriers were found by U.S. patrol planes, an attack was launched immediatly from the Enterprise, Yorktown, and Hornet. Shortly after the strike was launched, they foundthe-Yorkto'Vnl and at​tacked leaving herseriouslydam?ged, claiming that it sarLl( • 

The torpedo squadrons were the first to attack the Jap carriers ••• or rather be slaughtered. When the dive bombers attacked, the enemy's carrier decks were load​ed with armed and fueled planes ready for another strike. They dove out of the sun on three unsuspecting carriers, blowing them out of the water. 

Planes from the remaining Jap carrier followed the Yorktown's planes home. She had put out her fires and was under way again. Claiming that the Yorktown had been sunk, they thought they were attacking the Enterprise. Again they heavily damaged her and left claiming the En​terprise as sunk. (They first claimed to have. sunk the Enterprise at Pearl Harbor when they sunk the old Utah. The Enterprise was supposedly to have been su~~ six times earning the title of "The Galloping Ghost.") 

From one of the five inch gun decks on the "Big E," Gordon watched the smoke filled horizon as the Yorktown fought for survival.The Jap planes returned from the tor​ture of the Yorkto.vn and prepared for yet another strike. Again, American dive bombers appeared out of nowhere and set the deck load of fueled and armed planes ablaze and the fourth enemy carrier began sinking. 

All there was to do for the vast Japanese armada was to withdraw with the Enterprise and Hornet in pursuit.The Yorktown once again put out the fires and began to repair the damage while being towed back to Pearl Harbor. Unfor​tunately she was sunk by torpedos from a Jap sub. The En​terprise and hornet never were attacked, however their air groups contributed greatly to the victory. 

On the thirteenth of June the victorious : Entreprise sailed into Pearl Harbor. The tide of the war had been turned and the Americans would soon be on th~ offensive. 

The picture at the left was taken of Gordon just af​ter the Battle of Midway. While on liberty in Honolulu he seen a photography studio and decided to have his picture taken. Soon after he went back to sea and had forgotten all about the picture. Nearly a year later while in port again, one of his shipmates walked past the same studio and seen Gordon's portrait in the window. Recognizing his buddy, he went in and got the pictures and took them back to the ship for Gordon. This particular copy hung in his Grandmother Buttars' home until her death in 1952.Another copy hangs in Gor{lon's mm home beneath the "The Big E." 

On the fifteenth of July, the Enterprise sailed out of Pearl Harbor. Just out the channel, she was joined by a brand new battleship and cruiser aswell as the familar ships of the task force. The seventh of August,the,.Big E,. Wasp,and Saratoga provided air cover during the ocupation of Gaudalcanal. By then Gordon had been transfered from the five inch guns to the twenty millimeters.His'new bat​tle station was battery ti-lelve located along the island structure. 

AUGUst 24, 1942 the Japs launched a conter stike a​gainst the American carriers. ,They found the Enterprise, 

At 5:14pm the first bomb smashed through the aft elevator and one thousand pounds of nJT exploded five decl~ below. The big carrier shuddered at the first blow and the crew was thrown off balance. For an instant the guns were si​lent while the gunners got back on their feet. Thirty seconds later the second bomb hit only fifteen feet from the first. The five inch gun deck Gordon had just been transfered from three weeks before was demolished, kill​ing fourty-three men. Thick black smoke poured from the listing ship with only three-fourths of her guns still firing. 
Two minutes after the first bomb hit, a third bomb blew a ten foot hole in the flight deck putting the Num​ber Two elevator out of order.By 5:17 the attack was ov​er but the battle was still on as they fought the fires and brought them under control. When the fires were out, the gaping holes in the flight deck were patched up and an hour and a half after the first bomb, the air group began coming aboard. ~~enty-five had landed before the ship lost steering control. The planes still in the air landed aboard the Saratoga while the steering was being repaired. The Enterprise was so badly damaged that she had to go back to Pearl Harbor for repairs. The Enter​prise and Saratoga had stopped a major drive to rec~p​ture Guadalcanal. 

Shortly after the battle, Gordon recieved the fol- 

lowing citation: 

From: The Commandir.g Officer 

To: Buttars, Gordon G. Sea2c. U.S. Navy Subjeot: Commendation 

1) The commanding officer takes pleasure in commending you for your efficiant and untiring preformance of duty during and after the action against the enemy off the Solomon Islands on August 24, 1942. As a gunner and loader on 20 DIT~ battery No. 12, you preformed your du~iesin a particularly cool and efficient manner, thereby contributing materially to the excellent prefor​mance of your battery in shooting down enemy air​craft. This display of courage and zeal, and your exceptional preformance of duty during this emer​gency, is concidered to be .worthyof special com​medation. 

2) A copy of this letter will be filed with your service record and suitable notation will be 

made therin. 

A.C. Davis 

During the previous battle, one of the bombs explod​ed in a storeroom killing several of the storekeepers and the ship was in need of replacements. Gordon and Tommy were tired of being in the deck division with all of the work details involved.One work party consisted of earring halves of beef on their shoulders from the dock to the freezer compartments deep inside the ship.Gordon and Tom​my noticed the storekeepers standing on the dock with a pencil and a paper keeping track of the beef that was be​ing brought aboard. Right then they decided that was the kind of job to have. 

vllien the positions came available, they put in their requests, Tommy was accepted for general ship supply and Gordon for aviation supply. Commander Skirka (the supply officer) gave him the rate of Petty Officer Third Class. His new assignment was working in the storeroom where the parts for the planes were kept. 

In the storeroom were some bunks and lockers. Gordon thought that sleeping on the hanger deck level was much safer than being below decks. He wanted to beable to get out if they were torpedoed during the night. One of the men he worzed with in the storeroom was a Pollock by the of Edwin Stanisloski.Gordon and Shi soon became good fri​ends.A~out the same time he made Third Class, his battle station was moved from Battery Twelve to the 20 t1M's just ahead of the island structure, between the 40 NM's and the five inchers. 

After being overhauled and put back in order, in mid October the Enterprise went back to sea and backmGarlal​canal and back to war. In the meantime, the Wasp had been sunk in September and the Saratoga had been torpedoed and was in the States again for repairs for several months. All there was in the line of carriers were the Enterprise and Hornet. On October 26,1942 the American and Jap nav​ies engaged in yet another sea battle for Gaudalcanal. This one near Santa Cruz Island in the Solomon chain. 

Before leaving for the Navy, Gordon had been given a gold ring by his folks with GGE engraved onit.On the. in​side was engraven 1941. When General Quarters was sounded in preperation for battle,~ordon was the last man out m. the storeroom and dogged the hatch behind him.As he sla​med it shut, somehow his ring got caught. As soft as gold is,it bent in two tearing it right off his finger. At the time he didn't know it happene~. Coming back to the storeroom after the battle, he found it lying on the deck. Then his fing~r started to hurt. When he came home on leave in 1943, he took it to ScholeT's Jewler in Bur​ley and got it fixed. You can still see where it bent. 

As the Battle of Santa Cruz began, the Enterprise was hid in a rain squall.The first wave of Japs unloaded their fury on the Hornet. Before they were finished the Enterprise was the only American aircraft carrier leftm the Pacific Ocean.By the end of the day, it narrowly es​caped not being there either. With thr useless. Hornet drifting about unmaned, the Japs returned for the Big E. 

For the first four minutes, she succesfully evaded any hits. Then the first bomb ripped through the forward overhang of the flight dec" exploding deep in the bOW area. In the same minute, a second bomb hit just behind the middle elevator and exploded on the hanger deck. The Jap dive bombers still poured out of the sky. There was one more direct hit that shook the ship and the battle apeared to be over.Five minutes later the Enterprise was attacked by several torpedo bombers from all directions. Due to the manuevrability of the ship, the marksmanship of her gunners and the fighter pil​ots ;-lho flevl fro m her i deck,no hits v[ere scored. 

It was a hot October day and the South Pacific sun was bright and everyone was sweating.Gordon~s twenty m~ limeter vIaS next to the five inch guns. As they spevJed projectiles from~their barrels, the hot powder cinders were falling on his back. At the same time, they were being strafed by some Zeros. The powder cinders stung and the running sweat felt like blood running down his back. He got weak and scared because he thought he had been hit. 

Some were not so lucky. Gordon watched a man die one time.A sailor at one of the guns next to his got hit and fell to the deck. As he laid there-in the cahvalk,Gordon lost touch with the battle for an instant as he watched the life go out of the quivering body. 

~y now, the Big E's bow settled low in the water and smoke poured from the holes in the flight deck. Her air​craft as well as those from the soon to sink Hornet were still in the air with ncplace to land. Soon the fires were out and the returning aircraft began coming aboard, dodging the craters in the deck. 

Only a few touched down before the wounded ship came under attack again. Several bombs exploded dangerously close in the water but not hi~ng directly. One of these near misses went off in the water not far from the bat​trey where Gordon was. The force of the explosion bent and twisted the gun deck and threw the gunners up to the flight deck. Gordon got up and ran back to Battery Twelve where he used to be and resumed the fight. 

It had been a long,hard day.At one point during .the battle, the Enterprise's survival was questionable. The gallent crew fought hard to save their ship. If it would have become necessary to abandon ship, Gordon was to stay aboard with the skeleton crew of seven hundred and fifty men to bring the ship in if possible~ With every thing under control, ~he ship recieved her air group aboard as well as the Hornet's. 

When Gordon was thrown to the flight deck, his legs were hurt. After the battle they were stiff. H.e was put in the sick bay to keep him off his legs for a few days. M the same time they took an ingrown boil from under his arm. ldhile he 1;vaS in the sick bay,_ Admiral Kinlcade came to visit the men. In talking to Gordon, he asked, "Did -iYhey 
"No, sir. Admiral." 

"Good, good." as the Admiral shook his hand. "But Vie sure raised hell with them if that does you any good." Hith the battle over, Ja~an Vias the looser. They lost at least one hundred aircraft and hro of their carriers were so badly damaged that they would not see action again fur many months. The second attempt to recapture Guadalcanal was halted. Four days later, the Enterprise dropped n!s anchor in the harbor at Noumea, Ne,-r Caledonia to lick her wounds.Only one other ship in history ever survived such a concentrated air attack. It was the H.M.S. Illustrious (a Bri tish carrier) attacked by the the German Air Force during 1940 in the Mediterranean. 

About this same time, Gordon was promoted to Second Class by Oaptian Davis. Gordon could have gone higher in rate but he vias content to keep the one given to him per​sonaly by the commander of the ship. 

Less than three weeks after Santa Cruz,the not fully recovered Enterprise sailed into battle again on Friday the thirteenth of November. It was a lUCKY day for the Enterprise.She had stopped the Japs final attempt to re​capture Guadalcanal. Her air group sent 200,000 troops to a watery grave. The Enterprise escaped attack by hid​ing in a rain storm. 

The Enterprise spent the next several months either anchored in the tropical port at Espiritu Santo or on pa​trols and raiding Jap islands. By then the Saratoga was back in the area after being repaired. Christmas vias dif​ferent at a tropic island with no snow or pine trees. To make it even "lOrse, Bing Crosby's lrlhi te Christmas ,vas just released. It caused throats to swell and eyes to cloud. 

In May 1943 the Enterprise returned to Pearl Harbor and spent two and a half months operating in the Hawiian area. Replacing her in the South Pacific was the Old Sara​toga, the H.M.S. Victorious, and the brand new Essex. On July twentieth, 1943 she sailed into Puget sound. The En​terprise was to be at Bremerton, Washington for greatly needed repairs until November first, 1943. 

Gordon hadn't been in the United States for a year and a half and it was good to be home. His dad was anxious to see him. Gover, Ralph, and Orvin came to spend a week in Bremerton to visi t vii th Gordon even though he'd be home in three weeks for an entire month. 

G.over ,-1anted to go aboard and see vThat an aircraft 
carrier looked like. Gordon got permission to take him a​ooard and had_ the papers and everything. But Gordon was leary of letting him see it in the condition the ship was in. It had been blown up inside and the repair crews had it torn up so they could rebuild it. If Gover seen it in the shape it was in and knowing his son had to go back to sea on it, it would probabaly haunt him. So Gordon decided to tell him that he Vias unable to go aboard. Gover was con​tent with seeing the Big E at a distance. 

Gordon came home to Burlej- on a thirty day leave. He was invited to speak at a Rotary Club meeting and did a little work around the farm, leaving the war behind •••• Or did he? 

One day he ,>lent into Nel- r· son's Cafe for coffee. In the kitchen he could see a bunch of Japs .Being a sailor who had been trained to hate and kill Japs, his natural reaction Nas to attack. Their was one sitting at the end of the counter eating. Gor​don grabbed the Jap's plate and flung'i t do,ill the counter and it landed in semeone's lap and grabbed him by the throat. A soldier (also home on leave) pulled him off. 

He then ran into the lei t​chen and got ahold of a meat cleaver and chased all the I Japs out on the sidewalK. I Once outside ,the police cheif ... _ tried to put him in his car.
At first Gordon resisted but Gover and Gordon August 1943 then he thought he'd get in 

the car and get the Cheif's gvn. Then the Cheif tried to keep him out of the police car. Finally, a couple of Gor​don's friends came and got him and took him home. With the ,.lar in the Pacific so many thousands of miles from Burley, Idaho, Gordon had just fought the Battle of Nelson's Cafe. 

After that, he stayed home for a fevl days. i-lhen he fin​~ally got up the n.erve to go to to"Lm, he left his uniform l£ane and vIOre civilian cloi;'hes. He didn't dare go near N elson's so he went in the Oregon Trail to get something to eat. There was the fellow who got the Jap's plate in his lap. He came over to talk to Gordon and asked him if he l-IaS the sailor who was "raising hell" in Nelson's the other day. 

Gordon told him, "No. I'm a farmer out here south of to'l'm, but I heard about it." Just then the man moved and his jacket folded open enough for Gordon to see that he had a gun ina shoulder holster. Then he did get scared. Fig​uring he was an FBI agent or something, he decided he had better level with him. Nothing more l-faS ever said or done. After a month home in Burley, Gordon went back to the ship. Iii th the Enterprise in tip top,as good as nevI shape. Un the first of November she left Bremerton and nineteen da;y':s later sailed into action. For the men aboard the Big E it was a whole new ball game. They found themsalves surrounded by several brand new carriers, battleships, cruisers,andde~ stroyers. The ocean was full of them. No longer was the Enterprise alone to suffer the wrath of the war lords. 

During November and December of 1943 the Enterprise •. Ii th plenty of help assisted in the occupation of the Gil​bert Islands and attacked Kwajalien. Gordon's battle sta​tion vIaS now on the f01lrty millimeters. Viha t carriers Japan had left, had no air groups because they lost most of their planes and experienced pilotsa·t Guadalcanal.The air attacks on the the carrier task forces came f:vom land based bombers in night attacks. 

While anchored in one of the ne\'1ly aquired base in the Sou th Pacific, a supply ship was anchored in the same port. Gordon and Ski went over to check it out. Ongoing aboard, they discovered that it was mainly aviation supplies. They got excited and hurried back to the Enterprise to get the neccesary paper work and a barge with a work detail and went back to the supply ship. By the time they got back to to the Big E, they had more than "the"ir supply rooms could hold. They had to keep engines on the hanger deck, tie vIings overhead beneath the flight deck, and put things anyplace they found room. 

Because of Gordo~ and Ski, The Enterprise always had the best supply of parts of any carrier in the fleet. Once in a while, a plane from another ship came aboard to' get fixed. 

Gordon knew a lot of pilots better than he knevT the cre"l. r~hey vwuld come back to the storeroom Hhere there was always a fresh pot of coffee and sat around Gordon's desk to shoot the breeze. His desk l'las a main a.ttraction because it's top was covered with pinups~ overlaid with a sheet of glass. 

He and Ski also had a still hid among the carburetors in Nhich they made their o't-m bre'!.v. Once during stormy \-leath​er, the ship was rocking 1rli th the rough seas and their still tipped over. Burning alcohol ran acrossed the deck ;and Gor​don and Ski hurried and smotherd the flame . before anything uas damaged. 


In January of 1944, 
Gordon was transfered from the 

storeroom to the aviation issue room. At the same time his battle station was changed from the fourty millimeters to the issue room. Being below decks during battle was hard to take. Not being a1)le to see "Vlhat v-ras going on, he could only listen to the booming of the guns and the roaring of the planes. He had l)een a gunner for so long that his ef​fectivness had wore off. 
In rJIarch, the Enterprise participated. in the raids on Palau and Yap Islands,and in April, raids on Truk (Japan's Pearl Harbor) and the oC'c!1pation of Hollandia. All this this time being joined by new carriers and neloJ escort ships, and attacks from the Japanese. During June was \-lhat \-las called The Mariana's Turkey Shoot. The American air pOl'ler •. ms so great that shooting down enemy planes was like shooting turkeys. Along with the Turkey Shoot was the invasion of the Mariana Islands. 

Japan had rebuilt their fleet and naval air force in one more attempt to destroy the U.S. fleet. On the nineteenth and twentieth of June 1944 was the fierce Battle of the Philippine Sea. Japan was utterly defeated, loosing over four hundred planes Cl.nd three carriers. During the last six months, the Enterprise had su~~ nineteen ship8 and shot down three hundred enemy aircraft, plus untold damage to shore installations. 

On the fifteenth of July 1944 the Enterprise . steamed into Pearl Harbor. For Gordon, it was the last time. On the twenty-sixth of July, Gordon was one of nine hundred and seventy-five men to leave the ship. He had served a​board her since December ninth, 1941. At one time just be​fore leaving the ship, his pay number was 513, meaning that fi ve hund.red and tvlel ve men out of three thousand had been aboard longer than him. He and the U.S.S. Enterprise cv-6 had fought in seventeen battles together and t1'10 by himself, Pearl Harbor and tce Battle of Nelson's Cafe. 

Gordon later reflected, "1 often wonder what 1 ever did to be in Pearl Harb0r like 1 was and then to end up on the Enterprise. 1 had to of had someone riding around in my back pocket because 1 vlalked off that ship ivi thout loos​Llg a single drop of blood. 

The Enterprise went back to sea without Gordon.Dur​ring the rest of the war, she continued her outstanding preformance until May of 1945 when a Kamakaze,or suicide plane, crashed into her foreward elevator blowing it four hundred feet in the air. The Enterprise spent the next couple months in Bremerton for repairs. 

Durinff the War, The Enterprise won herself a fame that can not be topped. The most famous Harship in the his​tory of any navy had sunk seventy-one ships and damaged one hund~ed and ninety-two others. Her guns and planes had dOifned nine hundred and eleven planes.She had been damag​ed nineteen times by direct hits and near misses, but was was always back in the ring for the next round of action. 

From Pearl Harbor, he rode a troop ship (U.S.S. Sea Cat) to Alameda where he stayed for seventeen days before being assigned to a small Naval Air Station at Seattle. A sea going sailor is differant from a land based sailor. Especially after being ~o sea for almost three years ,Gordon really didn't fit in. From there he Has transfered to a CASU (Carrier Aircraft Service Unit) at Arlington,Washing​ton. He didn't las t long their either. Finally in February 1945, he ended up in Astoria, Oregon. 

lihen he reported in to the division officer, Gordon was afraid his next move was going to be back to sea. As he vlas reporting to Lt. A tvJa ter, the ,'lindow ,'lhich had -been proped up, fell Iii th a bang. He threvl hi s arms in the ai r and let out a war hoop. 

He had no sooner gathered himself up from that when a sailor took a picture behind him. As the flash went off he went through the commotion again. From being in battle so long, he \-,as "shell shocked" or suffering from ,>Tar neu​rosis. rfhat was the reason for being taken off the ship. Leutenant Atwater understood the problem and took it easy on Gordon. 

Milton was stationed not far away at Corvallis Ore​gon. They went on liberty several times together. It was here that Wilton married Mildred Pauline Lewis on Febru​ary 28, 1945. 

One day Leutenant Atwater called Gordon in and ask​ed him if he wanted to go back to sea. There was a car​rier needing an experienced aviation store keeper. 

Gordon's reply was,"Please, Mr. Atwater. I'd really rather not. I know that my shore duty time is up but can't.]ou seud. one of these kids.They have never been at sea and are dying to see some action." 

i, Don't you want to knOirl "That ship it is?~' he was 

asked by the Leutenant. 

":t-Iot really, sir. I don't even care to know." "It is your old ship." 

Gordon's face turned ~vhi te. "Oh, please no, Mr. A t​~vater. I've had enough. Can't you send someone esle?" 

"Okay, Gordon. I just ~vanted to give you the first choice." 

Three weeks later the atomic bomb was dropped. On September 2, 1945 Japan surrendered. Had he known then the war would soon end and the Enterprise would not sail into battle again, Gordon would probably have re-enlist​ed and gone back aboard.He could have sailed through the Panama Canal and into New York Harbor on Navy Day in Oc​tober 1945. 

At New York, the hanger deck and other available compartnents were lined with bu~~s. The Enterprise sail​ed to Liverpool, England twice and once to France to bring the troops home from Europe. 

The Enterprise was placed in reserve and later de​commissioned and placed in moth balls until she was bro​ken up for scraprmetal in 1959. The U.S.S. Enterurise is truly the most famous warship in history. During the war years she was an important part of victory as well as an important part of Gordon's ~ife. 

Gordon was to have been discharged on the 26th of September, but was in Portland on liberty and didn't get back in time. The next opportunity was the 6th of Octob​er. Needless to say, he didn't miss it this time. 

In order to be discharged he needed to have so many points. So many for being married and so many for every child. The first two didn't concern him. l{here Gordon's points came from where each month at sea and each battIe. To get out, he needed to have 165. He had 280. After being discharged on October 6, 1945, he oame home to Bur​ley. Just over four years after joining the Navy. 

Soon after coming home, he went to a movie at the Burley Theater with his date and Milton and Mildred. The movie opened with a battleship sailing across the screen. All of a sudden it opened fire with it's bi~ guns, right into the audience.Gordon let out a bloodcurdeling,scream and threw his hands in the air as he rared back in his seat, tearing the screws out of the floor. The entire row of seats and everyone else went over with him •. It wasn't hard to figure out who did it. He was the one with a red face that glowed in the dark. 

Gordon fought worse battles in his sleep than he was ever in. One night soon after the war, when he was asleep in his own bed and dreamed a plane flew up the flightdeck and dropped it's bombs and blew him into the water. He lost an arm and a leg in the explosion and the salt water was burning the open wounds. As he laid in bed he cried out with moaning and growning. It sounded like someone in terrble pain to Gover so he burst into Gordon's room ,to see if he was alright. 

Another time he dreamed some Jap flying boats flew Over the farm many times se~rching for him as he hid in the well. 

The war was over but it took many years to get back to a normal life. However he never really did get over it all. 

THE UNSETTLED YEARS 

Gordon stayed around Burley for a few months, living at home. The next spring he helped put up the first crop hay. Ralph had his appendix taken out earlier and still 'Has slightly 1-reak but Has strong enough to vTOrk. Gordon pitched the hay from o~e side and Ralph from thel other. Orvin rode the 1-ragon tromping the hay. ,After the stack got so high, Gordon wouldn't let Ralph pitch any more and worked from both sides of the wagon. 

Orvin vJasn' t helping Ralph so Gordon chevred him out. 

Orvin, "rho ,vas about 15, stood up and said, II N01-r listen, yor not talking to a bunch of saliors any moret".That was 

the wrong thing to say. Gordon stuck his fork .~p_ in the ground and started up the front of the wagon. Orvin let out a squeel and jumped off the top l1.i ttiW:: the 'ground on a run for the house •. 

Hhen Gordon got to the yard, his dad asked him what ha9pened out there. "All I was trying to do was to get Orvin to help Ralph so it Houldn't hurt him." 

Soon after, Gordon went to Idaho Falls to see if he could find work. He went to work in a Safeway store for a while. After a month his 'boss told him, "N01i>l, 1'm not going to fire you, 'but you're not much good to me. i'Thy don't you get a jo'b driving a big truck or a cat?" He gave Gordon a reconendation to use in getting other jo'bs stating that he was a loyal and hard worker. 

He decided he wanted to go to Denver, Colorado. He set out hitch-hiking and soon got a ride. Only the man who picked him up was going to Ontario, Oregon. Ontario sounded good enough to him. In Ontario he got a job at a frozen food plant. The following spring he quit there and returned to Burley for a while. 

Gordon married Carolyn Bowers on April 27, 1947 in Elko, Nevada. Shortly after getting married, they went 'back to Ontario and he got a job in a grain mill. That November he had a heart attack at 29 years old, only he didn't know what hit him. He went to see a doctor, but there was a long waiting line and he didn't want to wait so he left. In Narch 1948 he had a second on~ still not k~owing what was ha9pening. Soon after healing up from that one, Gover came to see him and talked him into quiting his job and coming home to work the farm. So he and Carrie moved back to Burley. In June he went to the V.A. Hospital in Boise after having his heart attacks.He was there quite some time. While he was in the hospital, Gover took care of the farm. 

In 1949 Gordon finally got started farming for him​self. He rented a farm out to Declo. It was on the east side of the highway next to the river. That spring Gor​don bought an old Farmall F-12 tractor at a farm sale. That morning Frank Coffee, who jDst happened to be the auctioneer, had bought some hay from him and knew Gordon had $300 (~he price of the hay.) As the bidding got go​ing, Gordon bid $300. Rr. Coffee stopped the bidding and said, "Sold to Gordon Buttars for three-hundred Dollars. Along Hi th the tractor lias a he_ng on plovI. 

He had some cows 'before moving out to Declo. All he he had for mach~le~y was that old tractor and plow. Years later he made the statement, "When I started farming, all i started out with was a sack of bullduram and mad wife." Being married to. Carrie was an agony. They were more like drinking buddies than anything else •. When they weren't drip~ing they were fighting. 

He only farmed out to Declo one year.During 1950 and 1951 he farmed at 450 South 59 East. Then in 1952-ne mov​ed to the George Kelly place about a mile away. On March 12, 1952 he and Carrie were divorced. GordonA lived ~and farmeq there that year and 1953. 

The eight years that followed the war were unset​tled years for Gordon. He had tried many things and moved several times. He would move onto a farm and spend a year or two getting it in a condition to begin producing. Then the landlord's son or the landlord himself decided they wanted it. All he could do was find another place to rent for as long as he could. He was able to build a good herd of dairy cows and aquire a more complete line of farm e​quipment. 

The only family he had other than his folks was Nick his dog that he raise from a pup. When Gordon fixed some breakfast for himself, he'd always fix a couple eggs for 

Nick. What Gordon needed was a wife and family. 

