Gover Buttars

10 Dec 1895 – 24 Dec 1966
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     Gover Buttars was born December 10, 1895 to Daniel and Emma Gover Buttars in Clarkston, Utah. At that time, Utah was still a territory but gain statehood only twenty five days later. He was the sixth of ten children. The house Gover was born in was a two room home with an unfinished attic. In December 1907 the family moved into a large two story house complete with indoor plumbing and gas lighting.

     He grew up in Clarkston and learned to appreciate hard work on his father’s dry farm and caring for livestock. Gover did not finish school, but one winter his father sent him to Utah State University in Logan and more importantly to care for some horses he had there.
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     On November 23, 1915 he married Mary Eliza Godfrey. Gover and Mary were cousins (her grandmother, Emily Gover Godfrey, and his mother were sisters). It was against the law in Utah for anyone so closely related to marry so they went across the border into Idaho and were married in Preston. Gover was almost twenty and Mary was eighteen and a half. Three months later they were sealed in the Logan Temple.

     Their first child, Ervin Daniel, was born October 8, 1919. Mary had said that she wanted to have ten children and was off to a good start. On July 1, 1918 their second son, Gordon Gover, was born. Gover and Mary each had a rocking chair in which they would rock their two little boys to sleep each night. Milton Rugder was born September 25, 1920. Soon after giving birth, Mary hemorrhaged and the bleeding could not be stopped. With such a small family and a promising life ahead, Mary died the same day.
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     Left with two little boys and a baby to care for by himself, Gover moved his little family in with his mother. Since his father had died suddenly of a heart attach in 1916, his mother was alone with her two youngest children, Archulious and Wallace. With her big house, there was plenty of room for them. Gover could take care of his farm and have his sons looked after. He  later married Mary Harriet Bowles on June 28, 1922 in the Logan Temple. Ervin, Gordon, and Milton grew up calling her Aunt Mary.
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     Gover farmed in Clarkston. He had a dry farm and raised pure breed sheep and had a few milk cows. He particularly loved to raise horses. His favorite team of draft horses was Blanche and Bollie. Bollie was an extremely large horse. He wore a size 24 collar; most horses wore a size 20. Another team was Vic and June. He had other teams and saddle horses as well. One day Gover was up to the dry farm working. Old Topps, the saddle horse was tied to fence when lightning struck up the fence line a ways. The surge of electricity came down the fence and the jolt sent Topps running for home leaving Gover to get home on his own power.

     He had a combine that was pulled by six head of horses. It had an engine on it that ran the machinery.  The grain went into sacks rather than being handled bulk. The first car that Gover owned was a Model T Ford named Molly. Having a car cut the twenty mile trip to Logan down to only about an hour.

     After waiting nearly six years to have her own children, Mary gave birth to Nolan on February 18, 1928. Such a long wait ended in sorrow as Gover’s fourth son was stillborn. Less than a year later, William Ralph was born on January 30, 1929.

     In January 1930 the family moved to Burley, Idaho. The farm was one mile south and a half a mile east of town. A few years earlier, Gover’s brother Iraw had moved to Burley as had his sister Hattie and her husband. That winter the snow was too deep and he had to leave the car in Clarkston. Gover’s cousin, John E. Buttars, who had moved to Jerome, hauled their household belongings to Burley in his truck. Gover, Mary, Gordon, and Ralph along with the horses, sheep and ten head of milk cows and all of his farm equipment came to Burley on the train. Milton and Ervin were left behind in Clarkston with their Grandmother Buttars because they had the chicken pox.
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     In the spring Gover went back to Clarkston to get the car, a few things left behind, and Ervin. Milton stayed in Clarkston with his Grandmother a while longer. On January 25, 1931 Gover’s sixth son, Orvin Allen was born. The last of seven sons, Dean was born April 19, 1934. Like his brother Nolan, Dean never took a breath of this life. Both babies are buried in the Clarkston Cemetery.

     During the Great Depression of the 1930’s Gover was able to keep his farm. They were better off than many others, but all the same the price of farm commodities was at rock bottom.  At least the family had food to eat from the large garden that Mary grew and meat from the livestock that Gover raised. They had cloths to wear though they were old, worn, and patched. And they had a place to live and the farm with plenty of work.

     By this time the older boys were beginning to grow up. In 1935 Gordon left home and went to Idaho Falls to work. He was there about a year and a half before coming home to help on the farm again. In May 1936 Ervin married Illa Hayden. In September Gordon married Lola Dayley, They were later divorced and Gordon moved back home.

     In February 1938 Ervin and Milton were in a car/train accident. Milton was thrown free from the car unhurt. Ervin was badly mangled and lost both of his legs. Due to improper medical attention, gangrene set in and he died on February 6, 1938 leaving his wife wit a six month old son.

Milton married Annabel Loosle in January 1941. She and her baby died in childbirth the following October.

      December 7, 1941 “A day that will live in infamy” struck very close to home for Gover’s family. A few months earlier Gordon had joined the United States Navy and was at Pearl Harbor that fateful day. In the worried days that followed, Gover and Mary received a telegram from the Department of the Navy informing them that their son was listed as missing in action. Having lost his first wife, Nolan and Dean, and the recent death of Ervin, Gover was relieved when they received a second telegram stating that Gordon was alive and well following the attack. Both Gordon and Milton served their county in the United States Navy in the Pacific during World War 2.    In 1943 Gover took Ralph and Orvin to Bremerton, Washington were Gordon’s ship was undergoing repairs. From time to time Gordon and Milton were able to come home on leave.

    With the depression and the war years behind the, there were a few good years left on the farm. Gover’s first tractor was a Farmall F-12. He would use it to plow but preferred to use his horses to work the ground. He didn’t like the wheel tracks that the tractor made in his fields.

     By this time the younger boys were growing up as well. In August 1946 Ralph married Arlene Stephenson. Orvin went to college and served in the Navy during the Korean War. He married Nadine Weedop in September 1954. Gordon and Milton each remarried. Milton married Mildred Lewis Delany a widow with four daughters in 1946. Gordon married Carolyn Bowers in 1947. They were divorced and he married Celia Frost Dudley in September 1954. Rlaph and Arlene were divorced and he later marred Betty Woodruff McManus.  His sons blessed him with sixteen grandchildren.

Gover had nicknames for his sons. Gordon was John, Milton was Rugder, he called Ralph Reter, and Orvin was Andro. 

     In 1948 He suffered a heart attach and had to retire from farming. Gordon finished his crop that year. After that the farm was renter out. Eventually Gover sold the farm but kept the home and out buildings.

     After moving from Clarkston, over never was active in the church. He had some habits that kept him away. Consequently his sons, except for Orvin, followed his example. However, Mary was always an active and faithful Latter-day Saint all of her life.
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	Gover and Mary about 1961


    The last few years of his life, Gover had emphysema. During the last year or so he had an oxygen tank next to his bed. Gover Buttars died at the Cassia Memorial Hospital in Burley on December 24, 1966 at the age of 71. He was buried next to his first Mary in the Clarkston Cemetery. His second Mary died on April 20, 1971 and is buried on the other side of him. The three share a common marker.
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