Thomas and Elizabeth Ainge Godfrey 

Elizabeth was born 18 March 1798 at Atch Lench, W orcestershire, England. She was the first of seven children born to John Ainge and Mary Wimlott (or Whimlott - also written Whimlett). Some records are unclear --- suggesting John Ainge's wife was Sarah Bradley, but a self-endowment card in the Family History library records states Mary's mother was Mary Wimlott. A marriage license for her parents is dated 19 December 1799 at Church Lench. With information that suggests Elizabeth's sister Sophia had another mother, it is likely Mary Wimlott Ainge died, perhaps before the second Elizabeth was born as well. 

Nothing is known of Elizabeth's childhood in England, nor of her life there except she joined the Mormon Church about 1848 shortly after her son John Godfrey was baptized. He was the first Godfrey to join the church and she was the second. 

Elizabeth Ainge married Thomas Godfrey, son of James Godfrey and Mary Hyde, of Hanbury, Worcestershire, England. Despite much research little is known of her husband's family except he was one of 8 children. When James Godfrey's wife Mary Hyde Godfrey died, age 91 on April 10, 1854, it was at the home of Elizabeth "Sarsons" of Stoney Hill, Bromsgrove, England. This was undoubtedly one of the twins. 

Tradition suggests Thomas and Elizabeth immigrated about 1865. Their granddaughter Comfort Elizabeth Godfrey says "my grandparents came in 1865" in the records of Larry Talbot of Salt Lake. However, at the DUP Museum the record says 1866 and quotes Comfort Elizabeth Godfrey Flinders. Their son John Godfrey and his wife Mary Pittaway Godfrey and family came in 1862 on the William Tapscott sailing ship, and church records show Elizabeth also emigrating then. However, ship records seem to indicate Thomas and their son Samuel (their deaf son, according to Daisy (Mrs. Joe) Godfrey) came in 1868, with Elizabeth following in 1869. 

Thomas Godfrey "age 59" and Samuel "age 11" (or 18 - film is of poor quality) sailed July 14, 1868 on the Colorado. They made deposits of 17 pounds, 6 shillings for the Perpetual Emigration fund. These were all paid for at the Liverpool office. Ticket number 318 is listed, with Franklin D. Richards in charge. (Historian's office, film CR 271/25#3). Although it is reported that those over 59 also sailed, at that time it seemed no one was older, leaving a speculation that perhaps there was a reluctance to acknowledge being an older age. Thomas would have been about seventy years of age, born 1897/98. Samuel was born 1 March 1838 --- so the age 18 seems to fit better. 

An Elizabeth Godfrey, "age 59" sailed from Liverpool on the Manhattan September 22, 1869 from Stoke --- which seems to fit, except for the age. Elizabeth would have been 71 if she came in 1869. Her deposit in the Perpetual Emigration fund was 14 pounds, 14 shillings, with a balance due of 16 pounds, 5 shillings. The record shows 40 shillings was returned (Historian's office CR 271/25#3 - Emigration from Liverpool, British Mission 1863-1874). 

Since this is the only indication of their emigration it seems logical that these dates are correct, despite the oral traditions carried down and later recorded. 

The British church records show the family's records were received from Crossing Green. 

They also indicate the custom of re-baptizing was in effect, and several, including Elizabeth were baptized more than once. 

Both Thomas and Elizabeth and their son Samuel, are buried in the Clarkston cemetery in Cache County. She died May 9, 1877 in Clarkston, age 79, and Thomas died January 20, 1884, also in Clarkston at age 86. Their grave markers are not far from the tall monument for Martin Harris. 

Their daughter Ann and her husband Samuel Perkins lived in Mendon and Wellsville, Utah and accepted the Mormon doctrine. The records of the ship, the Thornton, list an Ann Godfrey and a Richard Godfrey who departed from England May 4, 1856 and crossed the plains with the Willie Handcart Company. It may have been Ann Godfrey, later Perkins. Her family tradition, according to the history of Wellsville, Cache County, Utah was that she came "with a girl friend, at age 21, forsaking her family," in 1859 with the Rowley Handcart Company. Ann died January 30, 1871, so it would have been of great comfort to her parents that they were in Utah at the time of her passing. 

Tradition also says son Richard had a clubfoot, and "liked to fight". However, as a handcart pioneer, coming with the James Willie Company, his feet were frozen, which would explain his lameness, and perhaps his cranky disposition. He was the postmaster in Clarkston, Utah. 

The Godfrey tradition is one of frugality and hard work. It is also one of integrity and determination. 
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